“Stereotypes are cultural beliefs about social groups, and
are not truthful pictures of who people are.”

Clementine Bry, joint author of the French study

A grain of truth in
blonde stereotype?

In plainer language

Study finds exposure to
fair-haired women
causes dip in intellect

From Wire Reports

LONDON — From Marilyn ous studies also have
Monroe to Paris Hilton, “blonde” shown how information from a
has long been code for a woman person’s social context can influ- |
who's long on looks and light on i vior.
brains. e, when people are

Now French researchers have | ©
found that the stereotype can ac-
tually affect mental performance.

A 1 dy showed that

It s not clear how the stereotype
of the dumb blonde came about,
e study, pubhshed in the although some researchers point
jal_ tothe 1950s movie Gentlemen Pre-
Psychology, . examined people’s fer Blondes starring Marilyn Mon-

y to answer Trivial Pursuit roe.
game questions after viewing ]iho— But through the years a wide
tos of women wi erent hair range of blond actresses — as var-
colors ied as Mae West, Suzanne Somers

and Goldie Hawn — have perpetu-
ated the stereotype.
“Thierry Meyer, joint author of Dr. ick to point out

the study and professor of social tha
psychology at the University of
Paris X-Nanterre, said _the study

roves a general pheniomenon.
“‘I'Eere;s a decrease 1n_pert

about social grbups, and are not
truthful pictures of who people
are,” she said.

Shelley Emling,
Cox News Service
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